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SUBJECT: ASSIGNMENT OF DATT 

1 . IT IS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT DIA PLANS TO REPLACE 
THE CURRENT DEFENSE ATTACHE, COL. COUGHLIN, WITH AN 
AIR FORCE OFFICER, AND THE NEW ARMY ATTACHE WOULD 
BE JUNIOR TO THE DATT. 

2. FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THIS MISSION, IT IS VITAL 

TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN THE CLOSEST COMMUNICATION WITH 
ARGENTINA'S SENIOR SERVICE, THE ARMY. THOUGH THE 
CURRENT GOVERNMENT IS HEADED BY A JUNTA MADE UP OF THE 
HEADS OF ALL THREE SERVICES, THERE SHOULD BE NO 
MISUNDERSTANDING THAT THE ARMY IS BY FAR THE PREEMINENT 
SERVICE AND NO DECISIONS WILL BE TAKEN BY THE JUNTA 
WHICH ARE UNACCEPTABLE TO THE ARMY. THE ARGENTINE 
MILITARY, IN COMMON WITH THEIR LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTERPARTS, PLACE THE GREATEST IMPORTANCE ON 
SENIORITY. THE WELL-KNOWN EXAMPLE IS THAT ALL OFFICERS 
SENIOR TO A NEWLY-CHOSEN SERVICE CHIEF MUST BE 
RETIRED. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 04999 062220Z 


3. THE ARMED FORCES, MEANING THE ARMY ACCOMPANIED BY 
THE OTHER TWO BRANCHES, CONTROL THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 
AND VIRTUALLY NO OBSERVERS EXPECT THAT THEY WILL 
RELINQUISH THIS CONTROL WITHIN THE NEXT FEW YEARS. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE ATTEMPT TO COMMUNICATE WITH 
THE ARGENTINE ARMY UNDER THE BEST CONDITIONS POSSIBLE. 
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ONE OBVIOUS WAY TO ENHANCE THESE CONDITIONS IS TO 
INSURE THAT THE SENIOR US SERVICE REPRESENTATIVE 
IN ARGENTINA IS AN ARMY OFFICER. 

4. 1 RECOMMEND THAT THE DEPARTMENT RAISE WITH DIA 
THE DESIRABILITY OF ASSIGNING AN ARMY OFFICER AS 
THE NEXT DATT. I WILL STRONGLY SO RECOMMEND TO THE 
NEW AMBASSADOR. 

CHAPLIN 
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